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Abstract 

Modern wi-fi enabled implantable medical gadgets (IMDs) began to 

be extensively delivered to scientific customs in early 2000s, when 

devices such as cardiac implants, insulin pumps, and neurological 

implantable pulse generators (IPGs) began with features like wi-fi 

controls and monitoring functions. The improvement of the wi-fi 

gadgets has modified the panorama of security in the clinical area. 

There are many wireless medical device threats  like denial of 

service, modifying data, tracking the patient. Securing these  

implantable clinical devices against assault without compromising 

affected person health requires balancing protection and privacy 

objectives with traditional desires including safety. Moreover, the 

modern-day IMDs resource delivery of telemetry for far off 

monitoring over lengthy-variety, excessive-bandwidth wi-fi links, 

and growing gadgets will communicate with different interoperating 

IMDs. Wireless manipulate features permit attackers to govern IMD 

settings from past the instant place of the affected person, whilst 

networked IMDs are at risk from attacks originating anywhere in the 

world. 
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1. Introduction  

Implantable medical device system examine and treat 

physical conditions within the body. These gadgets - 

consisting of a pacemaker, cardiac defibrillator , drug 

transport systems, and neurostimulators - can assist deal 

with many ailments, which includes coronary heart 

disorder, diabetes and Parkinson's disorder. Wireless 

connectivity enables IMDs to communicate with specific 

external devices such as device systems, base stations and 

external sensors[2]. Malicious hackers can attack easily 

due to cyber security failures. Most of the people are 

familiar with the most common types of computer 

breaches – which are caused by computer hackers, 

computer malware, viruses and the loss or theft of laptops 

containing confidential data or records. The concern  

 

about security also extend to other systems installed on 

standard clinical devices, which have become more 

cultured and often dependent on refined software and 

greater automation. Wireless controlling factor allow 

attackers to compromise IMD settings beyond the 

patient's area, connected IMDs (i.e. those that are 

associated with internal medical centre networks, that are 

vulnerable to attacks from anyplace in the world. 

Wireless IMDs, as they are now used in medicine, present 

many risks. The connection between IMD and the 

channel or system resource can be affected and, if the 

signal waves are not secured by authentication procedure, 

the attacker can gather or modify the data, as much as 

possible while being present in remote areas. Although 

protected but authentication, which does not exist in 

mailto:sathish_gc@reva.edu.in
mailto:leelaramachandras@gmail.com


  

May - June 2020 

ISSN: 0193-4120 Page No. 5379-5383 

   

 

5380 

 

Published by: The Mattingley Publishing Co., Inc. 

many existing devices, the nearness and example of such 

signals can provide profitable data to the attacker[1]. 

Appropriate protection of scientific devices ought 

to make sure dependable, secure communique and 

persisted functionality even as maintaining patients’ 

protection, confidentiality, and information integrity. 

Though there is almost typical settlement on the 

significance of security for personal fitness 

information and electronic fitness records, there is 

confrontation over the safety requirements for medical 

devices [3].  

 

2. Related work 

At the recent Black Hat information protection 

conference, researchers established how the Care link 

2090 pacemaker, alongside the enterprise’s insulin pump, 

might be hacked. 

 First, they warned all people with an implanted tool 

to go away the room. Then they disabled an insulin pump. 

A hacker near a patient may want to replica the tool’s 

radio frequency indicators, after which play them 

returned later to deliver insulin whilst it isn’t wished–

potentially main to dangerously low blood sugar. They 

additionally hacked a gadget that doctors can use to 

program a affected person’s pacemaker. The hack may be 

used to surprise a person’s heart, or to withhold a shock 

whilst it’s needed. The first pacemaker hacks emerged 

about a decade in the past. But the modern variant at the 

terrifying subject relies not on modifying radio 

commands, as many previous assaults have, however on 

malware hooked up immediately on an implanted 

pacemaker. 

For almost two years, specialists Billy Rios of security 

firm Whitescope and Jonathan Butts of QLED Secure 

Solutions have gone to and fro with pacemaker Medtronic 

which makes Carelink 2090 Pacemaker developers and 

other important hardware that scientists state contain 

possibly perilous vulnerabilities. Over 2.6 million of 

insulin pumps and pacemakers were implanted in United 

states and trials were made as these devices increased the 

survival rate. 

The coronary heart generates electrical signals to 

induce heartbeat. The coronary heart’s electric device can 

turn out to be defective due to getting older or different  

reasons, leading to as decrease heartrate(bradycardia). 

Such illnesses may be treated the use of pacemakers, 

which are implantable medical devices that generate the 

electric alerts required to keep the heartbeat at a healthful 

rate. Hence pacemakers are protection-critical gadgets. 

The mechanism of the pacemaker revolves around 

sensing and signaling of electrical pulses. A DDD mode 

pacemaker has leads connected to the proper atrium and 

proper ventricle. 

Latest years have seen growing popularity of 

cybersecurity hazard in implantable clinical devices and 

extra commonly during medicinal drug. The FDA issued 

its first safety communique concerning  risk, warning 

doctors about the safety defects in Hospira outside drug 

infusion pumps in 2015 . In 2016 Johnson & Johnson 

released a caution about the defects of their OneTouch 

implantable insulin pump device following e book via 

manner of impartial protection research company Rapid7, 

placing the equal antique for responsible disclosure of the 

vulnerabilities. Recently, it was shown that security 

assaults can be performed on wireless communication, 

which lead to dysfunction of the insulin pump system. 

Body coupled communication technology is used to 

reduce the range of transmission and consumption of 

power during exchange of data[4]. 

Unapproved access to the IMD Having caught the 

PIN of the IMD, a foe can completely get to the IMD 

segments to play out a few modifications that could hurt 

the patient's wellbeing, for example, a modification on the 

treatment settings. In in the wake of acquiring an 

unapproved get to, it gets conceivable to stop the infusion 

of insulin and lead to a high glucose level in the patient's 

body. Having accessed the IMD, a foe could likewise 

execute unapproved orders to change the IMD firmware, 

erase information put away in the IMD, or even debilitate 

it[4].In the decade of 90’s, six deaths were caused in a 

row because of the Therac25 incident, which was due to 

assembling and programming error. The first failure 

happened when a 21 year old expired due to short circuit 

with the usage of cardiac defibrillator[7].  

Much less accountable became the 2016 disclosure by 

means of safety research company Medsec and 

investment company Muddy Waters concerning security 

defects in the St Jude Merlin Home pacemaker tracking 

machine, which gave upward thrust to a lawsuit and 

raised extreme moral questions. This event led to an 

remarkable FDA don't forget – the primary related to 

cybersecurity of the St Jude pacemaker machine in 2017 

consisting of a software program update to fix the 

troubles. Recent ransomware assaults on health center 

networks, defusing critical clinical devices and 

compromising patient statistics, also definitely reveal the 

dangers of uncertain clinical pc structures and underscore 

the significance of enhancing  security. 

Wi-fi implantable devices, as presently used in 

clinical practice, show off many flaws. Communique a 

few of the medical devices and a base-station or 

programmer device can be obstructed and, if the alerts 

aren't included via encryption and/or authentication 

protocols, an aggressor can gather or regulate the records, 

likely while located hundreds of meters away. Even 

supposing blanketed with the aid of secret code, which 

many available gadgets are not, the mere existence and 

sample of such signal waves can offer data that might be 

treasured for an attacker. 

The bottom-station or programmer can also be the 

objective of intrusion; its communications with other 

gadgets on a wi-fi(or over the internet)may be amassed 

and adjusted, and the tool can be undermined thru 

physical or far flung  introduction of malicious code. This 

latter trouble is of significance as IMDs are more and 

more created to interface with purchaser e-gadgets which 

include smartphones and pill computer system, opening 

up the opportunity of malware focused on the client tool 
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and thereby having access to programmer packages that 

control the IMD. Potential assaults are not restrained to 

advanced structures, with analog sensor and effector 

additives of IMDs being at risk of spoofing attacks. 

The results of those vulnerabilities, ought to they be 

misused, are fluctuated and most likely significant. 

stealing of knowledge and denial of treatment are 

attainable across most wirelessly connected IMDs, with 

battery-depleting assaults being notably possible to 

conduct and harming to patient health. internal organ 

implants and deep-rooted hormone pumps may be 

modified to induce cardiac rhythms, or deliver associate 

hormone bolus, that will be fatal . medical specialty 

implants, usually having additional advanced however 

less life-basic capacities, are defenseless to assaults with 

an outskirt shift of outcomes together with affecting the 

patient’s considerations and conduct. This latter risk has 

raised troublesome legitimate and moral questions, 

notably relating to patient autonomy. 

Modern implantable devices normally has personal 

statistics saved in their memory. Basic info which include 

touch information for the affected person’s health 

practitioner, date of delivery, and name would all be able 

to be utilized by an aggressor to interact in social 

planning and identification robbery. More technical 

record, inclusive of the stimulation settings of the IMD or 

the rate of battery defuse, can be used to deduce info of a 

affected person’s circumstance, which an aggressor 

should make use of to facilitate assaults depending on 

precise pathological states . Also regarding from a 

security angle is the biometric records that these gadgets 

are accumulating in high numbers. Closed-loop 

implantable devices use physiological records collected 

by means of sensors to prevent electric stimulation or 

drug delivery through effector additives, however these 

statistics can be profitable to attackers who want to 

decide information of a affected person’s pathology, or 

even potentially get entry to statistics about patient’s 

mind-nation, as validated by means of  

Martinovic and co-workers, who correctly hired 

aspect-channel attacks against a non-invasive mind-

system interface machine and thereby found out 

individuals’ personal records. 

 

3. Methodology 

Medical centers are developing into digital environments, 

industries are developing and introducing Wi-Fi medical 

devices, and e-gadgets are beginning to gather health 

records on individuals. These data are stored in medical 

repositories and based on these day to day data received 

by monitoring the patient are also recorded and stored. As 

the medical implantable devices are controlled wireless, 

the data can be at threat to the patient as there may be loss 

of information or any modification made to the 

implantable device. To ensure the prevention of these 

attacks, the MFA is one of the key techniques. 

Multi-Factor Authentication is a security device that 

verifies a consumer’s identification by means of requiring 

multiple credentials. It is a vital element of identity and 

access management. Rather than simply inquiring for a 

username and password, MFA calls for different extra-

credentials, consisting of a code from the consumer’s 

phone, the solution to a security question, a fingerprint, or 

facial popularity. The credentials can be of these 

categories: 

1. Knowledge: These are information that a person is 

aware of, which include security key or answers to 

personal questions. 

2. Assets: These are things that an individual  has, which 

include a physical photo-ID cards, cellphone, physical 

keys,  digital authenticated code, a hardware USB dongle 

(pen drives) , or virtual secured keys. 

3. Physical Characteristics: It is biometric information 

which includes, things like fingerprint sensing, retinal/iris 

detection, facial features, bone density and DNA. 

The functionality of our system is described below as 

per the diagram. As the user opens the website, a login 

page is opened where he/she has to enter their respective 

credentials (i.e.) the username (email ID of the user) and 

password. Now, the system checks the database for the 

username and password, verify and validate with a popup 

for the current status. The proceed button on click will 

redirect the user to the page which asks the user to select 

yes or no for receiving one time password(OTP) on the 

registered mail. If yes, then a time based one-time 

password is sent to the user on his/her mail ID. 

The one-time password algorithm generates 

alphanumeric characters or random numbers and this one-

time password is sent to the respective mail Id. The user 

enters the received token and the system checks and 

validates with a popup for current status.  The proceed 

button onclick will redirect the user to the page which 

asks the user to select yes or no for receiving one time 

password to the registered phone number. 

The one time password algorithm generates random 

four digit numbers which is valid for time period of two 

minutes and this is sent to the registered phone number. 

The user enters the received SMS tokens and the system 

verifies and validates and then user is given to access the 

website. The users may be patients or doctors where they 

can communicate and view the medical records. 
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 Figure 1: Flow of control Diagram 

 

4. Results and Discussions 

Multi-factor authentication, requires the authentication 

process to include verification of factors  by taking the 

input from users in form of - something a user already 

knows (username and password) ,something a user 

possesses(time based one-time password sent to the user's 

mail ID). The user, using the user interface, enters the 

user credentials i.e. (username and password). Here, the 

username entered by the user is their mail ID which is 

already stored in a database by the admin. The system 

validates the credentials by comparing the credentials 

present in database with the user entered credentials. 

Once the first step of authentication is successful, then the 

user can go for the second step of authentication, via an 

email-token. The admin now sends the one-time 

password to the registered mail ID. 

 The system now redirects the user to a page where 

he/she can enter the received one time password. The 

system now validates the one time password. If a match is 

found among the user entered one time password and the 

one sent from the admin end, then the user is allowed  to 

access the settings and configuration of their implantable 

wireless medical device. 

 

 

Figure 2: This figure shows the validation of one-time 

password which is sent to the registered phone number of 

the user 

 

 

Figure 3: This shows the verification of the one time 

password sent to the registered mail ID of the user 

 

 

Figure 4: One-time password sent to registered mail. 

 

               

Figure 5: One-time password sent to registered phone 

number 
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5. Conclusion and Future Scope 

Two-factor authentication is essential for ensuring a 

proper level of access to user identity verification. If an 

attacker manages to compromise credentials, this records 

gained will not be enough to get admission to an account 

besides. With MFA enabled, it turns into nearly 

impossible for hackers to pass all authorization steps. 

Once they input accurate login details, additionally they 

need to compromise biometrics or intercept an OTP 

which calls for more value and effort to behavior a 

success attack. 

The proposed system aims to bring out a secured 

access for the patients and the doctors ensuring 

prevention from attacks. This authentication approach can 

be further enhanced by implementing more factors such 

as: 

 Fingerprint: A form of biometric authentication, 

fingerprint authentication robotically compares a 

consumer’s fingerprint to a stored fingerprint template on 

the way to validate a consumer’s identity. As everyone 

has unique fingerprints, fingerprint acts as a unique 

factor, makes impossible to guess and difficult to modify 

or fake. 

 Iris recognition: It is an automatic technique of 

biometric identity that uses pattern recognizing technique 

on video photographs of the irises of an individual’s eye, 

whose complicated random styles are precise and can be 

visible from a long way. 

 Hardware tokens: It is an approach to user 

authentication that depends on a particular physical 

device (such as a token) held by an authorized user. The 

device generates a unique and temporary cryptographic 

code that must be input by the user as a security key in 

addition to a password, to gain access to a computer 

resources. 
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